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A PEACE SUNDAY. 

The last Sunday before Christmas, December 21 , 
has been recommended in England as a " Peace Sunday," 
on which all ministers of the Gospel are urged to preach 
on the subject which formed the chorus of the Ang< Is' 
Song at Bethlehem. All the societies in America join 
their British brethren in proposing that Peace should 
be the universal pulpit theme on that day in this country. 
What better preparation for Christmas could be attempted ? 



BI-MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 
COMMITTEE. 



EXECUTIVE 



The bi-monthly meeting of the American Peace Society 
was held at Pilgrim Hall, September 15, at 2 v. m., Hon. 
E. S. Tobey in the chair, and Rev. S. C. Bushnell secre- 
tary. After routine business, repot ts were made by the 
delegates to the Universal Peace Congress in London. 
They also attended the international parliamentary con- 
ference and one, Hon. D.D. Field of New York, remained 
and presided at the meeting of the Association for the 
Codification of the Laws of Nations in August. Resolu- 
tions of respect and condolence relating to the late Ben- 
jamin F. Knowles of Providence, K. I., were adopted. It 
was voted after considerable debate to send a Memorial 
to President Harrison (the Memorial is printed else- 
where), urging the acceptance of arbitration as to the 
entire Bearing Sea controversy, if the British Govern- 
ment, which has proposed it in specific terms, will con- 
sent to submit the whole question as to what rights Russia 
possessed in that sea, and what she conveyed to the 
United States. Lord Salisbury's despatch limiting the 
question to " What Great Britain conceded to Russia?" 
was criticised as narrowing the question too much. 

Resolutions commending the President's message and 
Mr. Blaine's letter to Congress September 3, which con- 
veyed and indorsed the arbitration measures advised by 
the Pan-American conference for this hemisphere, and 
also recommended similar action to the Governments of 
Europe, were adopted. A finance committee was elected, 
and to it was referred the question of a suitable corpo- 
rate seal. An informal invitation to exhibit records, pub- 
lications and all things of historical value connected with 
the peace work of the century in the educational depart- 



ment of the Columbian Exhibition at Chicago in 1893 was 
favorably received, and referred to the standing com- 
mittee on that Exhibition and the proposed Universal 
Peace Congress connected therewith. It was announced 
that the Congress of 1891 is to be held at Rome about 
Easter, by invitation of the peace societies of Italy. 



WAR AND ART. 

Last evening I attended a political "rally" in order to 
form some opinion of a candidate for my vote who was to 
speak. I was interested in the kaleidoscopic discussions 
of the tariff. It is an education to attempt to understand 
and weigh the arguments. 

But much of the time my eyes wandered from the 
speakers to the wall behind them, where an immense 
war picture was hung. The most striking figure in it 
was that of a grandmotherly faced woman leaning over 
a dead body and pouring a little priming into the 
flash-pan of an old-fashioned musket. Around and 
beyond her the worst passions were savagely at work 
and the mutilated dead and dying lay in heaps. But the 
face of the old lady was a study. It was in contrast 
with her work. It looked as if it might have been kissed 
by child or grandchild and have returned the caress 
lovingly. But her hands were busy with a weapon which, 
if good for anything, must soon wound or kill an innocent 
man ! The artist evidently meant to paint a heroine. 
There was a hint of a mother in the face and the work of 
a fiend in her hand. 

To-day I took my daughter to see Millet's "Angelus" 
and the Russian Verestchagin collection in the Arena 
building, Boston. The Angelus is simply two peasants in 
a field summoned to prayer by the voice of a bell. They 
are in attitude and expression beautiful representations 
of simple and sincere devotion. There are also pictures 
by the Russian painter of peaceful worship in mosques 
and churches. The Christ is painted near by and again on 
the sea of Galilee. We next find the bloody scene of the 
Crucifixion with the exulting Jews and the stolid Romans 
gazing at their work while the disciples despond and the 
women weep. This is the introduction to paintings of 
camps, marches, hospitals, executions, and the mutilated 
and unburied dead of an army. 

The Crucifixion is practically repeated in its most repul- 
sive features on every battlefield. Innocent victims of 
ambition and hate writhe under the tortures of pierced eyes, 
shattered bones, bleeding sides and hands and feet. It is 
vicariousnebs with a vengeance — the innocent suffer for the 
guilty, most of them involuntarily, moved by no tender- 
ness of love and with small hope of redeeming any lost 
and guilty soul. It is a loveless, objectless sacrifice to 
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yonder poor Russian peasant, wLo has been dragged from 
his home to kill or be killed by Turks or Englishmen. 
Turks are in childhood trained to kill Christians as a 
duty. Englishmen in youth, at least, are often taught to 
believe the sermon on the mount and to imitate Christ. 
But war identifies them. They are one in bravery, in 
fury, in bloodthirstiness, and in suffering and death. 
On the battlefield Christians become Mahometans, 
Mahometans, heathen. War levels downward. An 
Englishman and an Arab are alike there, except it may 
be in some form of cruelty. Their one object is to con- 
quer by maiming or killing their fellowmen. 

The pictures of the dead do not show which is the 
civilized and which is the savage. 

With similar methods, identical objects and like pas- 
sions, who shall say which, when he appears at the 
judgment, will best deserve the "well done good and 
faithful servant" of the Master and Judge of us all ! 

Go and see the pictures. Contrast the "Angelus" 
and the execution of Sepoys by shooting them while 
tied to the cannon's mouth. Look at Jesus Christ, 
laboring, loving and suffering. Gaze at the crucifiers. 
Then inquire which a soldier most resembles in the 
madness of a fight? 



THE FRANCO-RUSSIAN ALLIANCE. 

"The announcement that President Carnot will make a 
visit to Russia in the early spring, and that General 
Obruscheff, now in Paris, is authorized to formulate the 
military conditions for a regular alliance between France 
and Russia, is equivalent in the minds of many, to the 
statement that there will be war in Europe next year. 
Many other indications point to 1891 as a period selected 
for the great struggle." — Exchange. 

We do not believe the Emperor of Germany will 
inaugurate a war with France and Russia. Russia will 
herself hesitate to fight the tripartite alliance, Ger- 
many, Austria and Italy, with England in the not 
very far off background. There is a growing party even 
in France opposed to war. War to Italy is simply 
suicide, so we utterly disbelieve in the war-scare which 
the paragraph we have quoted prophesies. No reason 
exists for war except the emploj ment of great armaments 
and newly invented guns. Let every peace-loving nation 
rise and protest. There is much to do to avert the 
terrible calamity so glibly talked about. 



PEACE ADDRESSES. 



The returned delegates to London are doing good 
service by their public addresses on the Universal Peace 
Congress — its idea and results. Rev. Edward Braislin, 
D. D., of Brooklyn, N. Y., is doing good service in this 
direction. He is confident that the time is near at hand 
when "wars and rumors of wars" will cease, and he looks 
to the church to lead the way in bringing about the 
conditions which he has in mind. "Churches," says the 
doctor, "can do no wiser thing than organize peace 
societies and declare that there is but one code of morals 
applicable to nations and individuals alike. If private 
murder is a crime, national murder is crime also." 

The Brooklyn Eagle reports the sermon and adds its 
own and the world's creed, belief in which the church t.oo 



largely shares. " From the cradle to the grave the uui - 
versal experience is that the man who meekly accepts 
one beating invites another. It may be that we are only 
semi-civilized ; it may be that we are actually barbarians 
but not until the last trumpet blast may we expect any- 
thing different along these lines. So, when Dr. Braislin 
looks for the time when 

The common sense at most shall hold a fretful realm in awe, 
And the kindly earth shall slumber, rapt in universal law, 

and hopes to bring it still nearer by the formation of 
Peace Societies within the church, he is working entirely 
in vain, however commendable and praiseworthy the 
effort may be." 

Of course such a creed ignores the New Testament. 



NORWAY AND PEACE. 

The Parliament of Norway voted to pay the expenses 
of three delegates to the London Inter-Parliamentary 
Conference June 22-23, 80 to 34. It also voted by a 
majority March 5, 1890, to request the King to enter 
into arbitration treaties with foreign powers. It accom- 
panied this vote by the following declaration : 

"More and more does war appear to the public mind 
to be a remnant of the barbarism of a former age and a 
curse to humanity. Especially for us, who have had the 
happiness to live in the enjoyment of undisturbed peace 
for three-quarters of a century, has the conviction of this 
penetrated to all classes of the people." 



COST OF PEACE. 

The Secretary of State has sent to the Senate a state- 
ment of the disbursements from the appropriation for the 
expenses of the late Pan-American Conference. The 
appropriation was $125,000 and the expenditures $124,- 
979.89. The balance, $20. 1, being turned into the 
treasury. The principal expenditures were $46,495 for 
the tours of inspection, $24,568 for pay of various employ- 
es, $13,229 for stenographers' services, and $15,174 for 
expenses of the American delegates, Mr. Trescot's ex- 
penses being the highest in the list, $3240, and Mr. 
Carnegie's the lowest, $130. 

The Civil War cost the United States $1,000,000 per 
day. 



A CONVERSATION. 

A minister — Ah, Mr. H., smokeless powder, the 
Maxim gun and electricity are doing far more to abolish 
war than any moral influences. 

Mr. H. — Perhaps so. Mankind are more easily moved 
by fear than love — but love is the better force. 

Minister — Yes, I know it, but I believe modern mili- 
tary inventions are more effectual in promoting peace 
than all your preaching. 

Mr. II. — I cannot deny it. Still I believe in the 
power of God rather than in that of Satan to suppress 
evil, don't you? 

— Italy is at last beginning to economize in her military 
and naval expenditures. She promises to spend 
86,000,000 less the coming year on the army and navy. 



